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[t}] In today’s world, there is a lot of statistical information around us all the time. Every time we
read an article on the Internet to see a commercial on TV, we are likely to come into contact with
numbers and figures. Generally, these numbers help us make better decisions in our daily lives. (&
2F) However, is it safe to believe statistics exactly the way they are presented to us? Unfortunately,
statistics can be misused in many ways. Let’s learn about some common tricks behind statistics.

On the Internet, Minjeong sees an advertisement that reads, “100% of users report brighter and
softer skin with Blossom Company’s liquid facial soap.” It claims that these results are from an
independent laboratory and are guaranteed by a public agency. Minjeong does not question the
statistics and buys some bottles, despite the high price. However, although Minjeong uses the soap
for a few months, she does not experience any noticeable changes.

Did Minjeong just happen to buy a defective product? Or was the advertisement completely fake?
When Minjeong read “100% of users,” she should have asked herself, “Where did the company get
this figure?” If Minjeong had read the tiny letters at the bottom of the advertisement, she would
have found that the sample included only five people. As in this case, when a sample is not large
enough to show a wide range of results, it can be misleading. By using small samples, companies
can come up with any results they want and use them for their own purposes. (%) Therefore,
when you see a statistic, remember that the sample is just as important as the statistic itself. How
many people were in the sample? Who were they? If you don’t know, be careful not to leap to

conclusions.
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TAEE AR F2S Aol BELA Aqx=aA Y

A7tA G321 7] FEeA HEY AEE
A3} o] FTA H o] Faut= T HEolth (F4]: T&3t,, #AsHAl, 2018, 127-130%)

AANE Ve 599 dstx 924 stirlxe] THAS G Eold FSi7} oA & Aoz, oA}
2% FAHANA e TS ElEe ZoZ wlopEolr] 93k 2ol tid =3t Y= Ulgolth (&
2. T4st;, dAaS, 2018, 77%)

AANE [ 158w do] w39 [Tricks behind Statistics] oA st o] 2L 287}
dFol A Holes A FAe FE&3AT, dEHo R MR BA £ AAE A= M

=
#A Abary Besita 9Adsta 9ok (FA: "High School English 11, &%, 2020, 74-75%)

AAE [FHe wisfz=de) Tae3 2vls E82A7H oA &3 st
o =N ¥ w2 d5& FAS AASGe 2 ddAME F =
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2 Ui Ha gAC A7) e F EFE HER Folnt. (A T5A,, A

AANE MHHe A4 9 Tseo XS Ao oA 2T 2o, FEdAE 5A7F A A

2
o nhgs FEe BAE AYAF BT WSS DI ATh (FA: TEA,, ASkAL 2020, T4-76%)
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AANE [ 9949 [ A BaAstgon, 155 AuFeln aus A¥sa 9
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(1) AANE [7HeE AAE W9 F3E dulsiA L. [203 ]
2) AAEZ [ BHAA AAE [H]9 FAHRS =842, [203]
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