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*Ngugi wa Thiongo, a Kenyan writer, says that African writers should write in their mother
tongues, not in English. In his thoughts, language is not only a means of communication; it carries
the culture of a people and stores its ideas and history. It becomes part of who you are, shaping how
you look at the world and yourself. The trouble is, many Africans grow up in their mother tongue
but receive their education in English. Consequently, you come to see yourself through the eyes of
Western others, and your people and culture become a point of shame for you.

*Chinua Achebe, a Nigerian writer, adopts English as *lingua franca. He writes in English
because it is the only language that can reach the whole world. If he wrote in his native *Igbo, he
would only be writing to Nigeria. Achebe says there are scores of African languages he wants to
learn, but it simply cannot happen. Nor does he believe that minor languages can sustain a literature
which will speak to readers across the world. These languages must *concede to the one central
language — English — enjoying global *currency today.

*Ngugi wa Thiongo: 3771 2} #-3-

*Chinua Achebe: 270} o[AH]|

*lingua franca: =40}, F-5-0]

*Igbo: Lol R|2lo} Aol ARgsl= <lo]

*concede to: QE3ITY, 51-8-51)

*currency: 5-&, 33

- Chinua Achebe, “English and the African Writer”, www.abagond.wordpress.com A7
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