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Write a formal English essay on the given assignment.

Eliminating waste sounds like a reasonable goal. Yet, an excessive focus on
efficiency can produce surprisingly negative effects, to the extent that
superefficient businesses create the potential for social disorder. This happens
because the rewards arising from efficiency get more unequal as that efficiency
improves, creating a high degree of specialization and conferring an ever—growing
market power on the most efficient competitors. The resulting business
environment is extremely risky, with high returns going to an increasingly limited
number of superefficient companies. Economic outcomes are not random.
Efficiency gains create an enduring advantage for some players, and the
outcomes follow an entirely different type of distribution—one named for the
ltalian economist Vilfredo Pareto. In a Pareto distribution, the vast majority of
incidences are clustered at the low end, and the tail at the high end extends and
extends. That happens because Pareto outcomes are not independent of one
another. The same polarization applies to the geographic distribution of wealth
and business outcomes. For instance, 75% of U.S. industries have become more
concentrated in the past 20 years. In 1978 the 100 most profitable firms earned
48% of the profits of all publicly traded companies combined, but by 2015 the
figure was an incredible 84%.

Superefficient players can reorganize the internal processes within their systems to
reduce costs, remove repetitive activities, and improve the quality of their
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products and services. Two major advantages would be possible for superefficient
players. First, they would have much greater purchasing leverage with other
business partners and could acquire critical resources more cheaply. Second,
they could close individual players by acaquiring them and build a far more
efficient one. As they proceed, the effect—greater efficiency—becomes the cause
of more of the effect. The industry becomes quickly consolidated, with the
superefficient players earning the highest profits and many small companies
mainly operating at minimal levels. Many experts argue that the success stories of
the so—called new economy are responsible for the dominance of superefficient
company, and that the dynamics of platform businesses, where competitive
advantages often derive from network effects, quickly change efficiency gains to
Pareto distributions. In such an economic system, the most efficient player
inevitably becomes the most powerful one.

If a company becomes so highly efficient, why should we object? The answer is
that a superefficient dominant model elevates the risk of catastrophic failure.
Given that companies operate substantially out of self-interest, the more efficient
a system becomes, the greater the likelihood that efficient players will game it.
When that happens, the goal of efficiency ceases to be the long-term
maximization of overall societal value. Instead, efficiency starts to be understood
as that which delivers the greatest immediate value to the dominant player. The
remedy is for business, government, and education to focus more strongly on a
less immediate source of competitive advantage: resilience. It can help to recover
the disordered society from difficulties. Resilience may reduce the short-term
gains from efficiency but will produce a more stable and equitable business
environment in the long run. Resilient systems are typically characterized by the
very features—diversity and redundancy—that efficiency seeks to destroy. To curb
efficiency creep and foster resilience, an organization can limit the size of
businesses, introduce more friction into global trade and capital markets, give
long-term investors a large say in strategic decision making, create good jobs
that are richer in learning opportunities, and offer educational programs that
balance efficiency and resilience.

*|leverage: Al H xconsolidated: 8Ll = xresilience: &=
*xredundancy: &0 xcurb: < XISHCH *friction: OF&

Tasks for the Essay

Summarize the main idea of the passage above in one paragraph (7-8 lines). Then
raise your argument on the role of resilience relevant to the problem of economic
dominance by superefficient companies.
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technology, device, culture, opportunity,
HATNE & 8- advancement, access, environment, separate,
disconnect, survival
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Write a formal English essay on the given assignment.

[A] Over the years, technology has revolutionized our world and daily lives. It has
created amazing tools and resources, putting useful information at our fingertips.
It has paved the way for multi-functional devices like the smartwatch and the
smartphone. Today and since the dawn of homo sapiens, technology is embeded
in people’s lives. In the 21 century it is integral because not only is there the
technology of lights and computers used in everyday life, but also our bodies are
physically altered through vaccines and the medicine people take daily. Indeed,
technology is incorporated in all aspects of culture including travel, food,
government, and art. It shapes different cultures and differentiates one from
another. It also allows us to intermix. Through the technology of computers and
teleconferencing, a learner can access knowledge through a conference halfway
across the world without leaving that person’s home. Furthermore, technology
does allow for every opportunity to be afforded, and creates more opportunities
than in the past. This technological advancement allows the opportunities
previously separated by socioeconomic status to be taken away, and it enables a
person with a lower income to have access to the world and to experience the
cultural differences and similarities.

*embed: (OIS -J1Y S0l) 2101 MHASCH *integral: M 2 gl
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[B] Nearly every aspect of human life has been affected by the replacement of
things with devices. Craftwork by automation, candles by lighting systems, fire by
central heating. Devices can do many things, including releasing us from
darkness, cold, and hardship, but they also separate people from the physical
environment by subordinating nature. So while devices liberate people from toil,
freeing our time and energy, they also disconnect us from the environment and
the skills required for daily survival. In Igloolik, which has long-established
traditions of navigation by environmental cues, for example, GPS can represent a
strong attack against cultural identity. GPS can assimilate 3,000 vyears of
knowledge by pressing a button and looking for the pathway: it produces an
increase in efficiency and a corresponding loss of wayfinding skill. When the
anthropologist Claudio Aporta first went to Igloolik in the 1990s, some 40 hunters
already owned GPS units. The device's greatest benefits were during walrus
hunts: hunters could save fuel returning to the shore from their hunting sites by
plotting a direct course even when the shore was out of sight. But those who
had grown up on the land still didn’t use GPS much, and knowledgeable full-time
or part—time hunters merely used it to supplement traditional wayfinding. It was
younger hunters who tended to rely the most on GPS as a primary tool. The
combination of a lack of wayfinding experience, the speed of snowmobiles, and
the ease of GPS could quickly amplify the dangers of navigating in the Arctic.
GPS changed the routes that people took, sometimes away from paths whose
safety had been proven over generations, and even could lead people straight
into a dangerous landscape.
*subordinate: AT *toil: &l & *cue: THAl, &0t

xassimilate: (Xl&! - 23l2) &406ICt *anthropologist: 21&8tAF  xwalrus: HICH271 2]

7asks for the Essay

Based on passage [A] and [B], write an essay on the following topic: the effects
of technology on modern human existence at social and cultural levels. You must
address the contrasting attitudes toward technology in passage [A] and [B] in
your essay.
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and pdint ouk that thas distonees us feom people.

Humans ore sodiable ceatures, Buk s advang n -I.echnu'-wa% may resutt o us nd lonaer r.onnedma witth one andther
| ond c_rml_'lma deep bonds. Perhope the telephone lets us nn% ey 4nends and ﬂ:lmﬂl* From for away , buat T alsn eliviinetes |

the rgason Wiy wie shonild fp t0 them in person and give them o waym h‘"a' ®
When were aossing our “Begers dor the next Pheneto be released, e should also consider Whot the sutcome of that |
wond ke, Would Tt make us loSe, or Tmprove our cibiure 2 Wil ik make us bond with aur fdends. more due to a new n
-hm\‘gat‘mrm service, or draw us away from exh other because we 'na longer reed mol friends" 7
o T con clusion, wiiiie
ba:hmm% 1ol moke our Tnes eodier, we gnoudn et that make us Tgaorant of the problems thak will come
| wittn e wonk perks. Carol €. Dweck orxe soid "Eccm\'m% = better thon b[-_una." And Wkt that & true, we should
3

| remembey thet "bemrﬁin%"'ua for Improvemeryt, I tedhnology Ts only 4oing 1o cit out crudial asgects of our (ves
| wikile Mhd us """t - si_'rowa_lla on T, perhaps S beter to :‘Impla et T et

! "
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