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Figure. Population by SDG region: estimates, 1950-2020, and medium-variant projection with

95 per cent prediction intervals, 2020-2100

Of the eight SDG regions, only sub-Saharan Africa is projected to sustain rapid
population growth through the end of the century, according to the

medium-variant projection

Sub-Saharan Africa

Central and Southern Asia

Total population (billions)

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia

Europe and Northern America

7 / Northern Africa and Western Asia

Latin America and the Caribbean

Australia/New Zealand
[ Oceania*

Year

Data source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
Division (2019). World Population Prospects 2019.

* excluding Australia and New Zealand

Population
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The development of most advanced countries, including those in East Asia, has
been based on an expansion of labor-intensive manufacturing at the early stages.
Manufacturing contributed to the creation of large amounts of comparatively
well-paid jobs, had spillover effects® on other sectors of the economy, and
propelled broader technological advancement.

Today, East Asian countries display a relatively high quality of life, advanced
technologies, large industrial sectors, and export structures focusing mainly on
innovative manufactures. Demographically, these countries face very high
population densities, aging populations, and low fertility rates. FEast Asia's
population is expected to peak and then fall during the 21st century(see Figure).
Sub-Saharan African countries, on the contrary, exhibit relatively low quality of
life, outdated technologies, employment primarily in small-scale agriculture and
low-productivity services, and export structures focusing mainly on natural
resources. Demographically, these countries feature low population densities,
relatively young populations, and high fertility rates. Sub-Saharan Africa's
populations is expected to soar from 1.07 billion to 3.78 billion by the end of the
21st century.

Industry 4.0 is expected to revolutionize work processes across all sectors, as
automation expands in agriculture, services, and manufacturing. The impact of
automation on net job creation (= jobs created minus jobs lost) is unclear at this
time. The impact is likely to depend on the sector and the applicability of
automation technologies.

1. What do you think will be the impact of Industry 4.0 on job creation in East
Asia as compared to sub-Saharan Africa? How might these impacts differ between

the three main sectors of the economy (agriculture, services, and manufacturing)?

2. Taking demographics into account, how will Industry 4.0 impact quality of life6)
in East Asia and sub-Saharan Africa?

3. Xl 9=
ZoAl AARO &S A olsfstn 4xt AlEwel sk 7t lodo] A&stol
wRlHoe MW & QA WrtstuAl &

ANEOIA miet AEAA FRE o= 4 AdsHo] UAlY FE L Aol Ao
a

RESAEE

5)

Spillover effects on other sectors include increased demand in manufacturing-related
services and agricultural inputs. More generally, incomes earned in the manufacturing
sector increase aggregate spending in the entire economy.

6) Note that modern-day definitions of quality of life include multiple dimensions of well-being

such as access to infrastructure and affordable housing, jobs and income, a clean
environment, quality education, health, work-life balance, safety, social equality, gender
equality, etc. (OECD, 2020: United Nations, 2020).
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Information is by nature deterritorialized. That is, information is (for the
most part) not physically bound in space and, therefore, not bound by
territorial borders. Thus, the original promise of the Internet was one of
openness and freedom in which ideas and information would flow freely
around the world, allowing for the construction of new communities and
the advancement of human knowledge. This ideal was in keeping with
Article 19 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights which states that,
"Everyone has the right...to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers." However, in
response to perceived problems of bad behavior, governments quickly
introduced initiatives that extended their legal jurisdiction into cyberspace,
prompting an early Internet activist, John Perry Barlow, to write:

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh

and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On

behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone.

You are not welcome among us. You have no sovereignty where

we gather.
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I
address you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself
always speaks. [ declare the global social space we are building to be
naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You

_55_




have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of
enforcement we have true reason to fear.

As we now know, Barlow was ultimately incorrect about the absence of
methods of enforcement. Governments around the world have increasingly
taken advantage of the Internet’s dependence on terrestrial infrastructure
to take control of information as it flows across their national borders.
These government interventions are based upon Westphalian sovereignty
(also known as “state sovereignty’), which constitutes the foundation of
modern interstate relations. This territorialized conception of sovereignty
asserts that states have authority over what takes place within their
territorial borders and has been extended to information flows under
claims of "information sovereignty".

The so-called "Great Firewall of China" is just the most well-known
example, but many countries exercise greater or lesser control of
cross-border information flows. South Korea, for instance, blocks its
citizens from accessing websites it perceives as sympathetic to North
Korea, claiming that such material would endanger national security.
Russia has been experimenting with a system that will allow it to operate
a domestic Internet independent of global servers and systems in the
event of a cyberwar. Pakistan, among other countries, has banned
anti-Islamic material for its blasphemous and immoral content. And
Egypt, Iran, and other countries have at times shut down their domestic
internet to suppress political opposition or prevent cheating on school

entrance exams.

1. Should states have sovereignty over the flow of information? Why or why not?
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