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In the 1960s, without a sufficient workforce to hold an economic boom, the West German government allowed
Turkish laborers to enter the country. Over three million Turkish workers immigrated to Germany with their fami-
lies, building a big Turkish community. West Germany encouraged the immigrants, young children in particular, to
learn German for successful assimilation”. Although this strategy appeared effective in uniting different groups of
immigrants, Turkish included, it led to serious communication and identity problems.

Many studies find that the second language learning is facilitated when the home language is fully developed.
Children of Turkish descent in Germany had difficulty learning German because they were not given enough time
to learn their home language, Turkish, due to the assimilation policy. This is why the Turkish mothers, who were
unable to communicate with their children properly, began to resist the German government’s emphasis on assimi-

lation. In other words, they wanted their children to settle down and be successful in Germany without losing their
home language and Turkish identity.

* assimilation: S5, 4
- Austin Davis, 2015 “Repairing the Cultural Divide”, Pulitzer Center {1
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